
Man Caught by Whale and Lives to 
Tell  the Tale

By: Sophie Boelk , Gr ade 9

A South Afr ican 
man by the name of Rainer  
Schimpf was f i lming 
several animals, including 
dolphins, sharks, and 
whales, on a 'sardine r un'. 
This is when these animals 
group together  to gather  
f ish into bai t bal ls. 

Schimpf was 
snorkeling at the water 's 
sur face near  South Afr ica's 
Por t El izabeth Harbor  w ith two 
other  people when he was 
suddenly engulfed by a 15-ton 
whale. He was occupied w ith f inding the 
posi tions of the sharks in the area and making 
sure they were not dangerously close. 

He said i t suddenly got ver y dark, and he 
felt a pressure around his body. Tr ying not to 
panic, he simply held his breath and waited for  
the whale to spi t him back out, because he would 
be to large for  the whale to swallow. 

Schimpf later  commented 
on how  the exper ience 
showed him how  small 
people are in compar ison 
to many other  animals. He 
has near ly 20 years of 
exper ience as a dive tour  
operator , and was 
surpr ised as to how  the 
whale seemingly came out 
of nowhere, since the 
diver s tend to notice them 

before they begin to eat the 
f ish they gathered.

Thankful ly, Schimpf  was 
almost immediately spi t out by the whale 
unharmed. The incident could have been made 
worse i f  the whale went far ther  beneath the 
water  again, but instead i t became an interesting 
exper ience to speak about.

A massive Br yde's whale, the specie of whale 
Rainer  Schimpf was caught by.
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