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Argumentative essays 
are not a par ticular ly easy 
under taking, but for  most, they 
are necessar y at some point in 
l i fe. For  a simple introduction 
to w r i ting your  ow n essay, r ead 
fur ther.  

Fir st, choosing a side to 
argue. You'l l  want to then f ind 
three or  so r easonable 
arguments for  your  side, and 
decide which are the strongest. 
Deciding might be di f f icult 
alone, a par tner  might be able 
to shed fur ther  insight on 
which are more convincing. 
Now  that you've got an 
argument, and speci f ied 
fur ther , f leshing these out into 
a body is necessar y. 

For  the body, there are 
usually four  par ts, but more or  
less can be acceptable. Star ting the body should 
be the second strongest of your  arguments, w i th 
quotations or  r eferences i f  applicable. Follow ing 
that should be the weakest argument of your  
r eper toir e, then changing pace to a counter. The 
counter  paragraph(s) should be r easonable 
arguments against your  ow n, including detai ls or  
quotations.  The f inal par t of your  body text 
should be your  f inal argument, the strongest of 
them. This w i l l  lead into your  conclusion and 
strongly impress your  argument upon readers. 

Now  that the body is complete comes two 
par ts of the essay as yet unaccounted for. To star t, 
the introduction. This f i r st paragraph w i l l  go over  
what the essay is about, star ting w ith the hook. 
This should be something r elevant to the topic 
such as a quote, impor tant detai l , or  r hetor ical  
question that w i l l  intr igue people, and get them 
to r ead the essay. Follow ing this should come a 
l i ttle background information, a l ight over view  of 

your  topic and the opposing 
sides. The introduction should 
be concluded w ith a thesis 
statement, one of the most 
impor tant par ts of the enti r e 
essay. The thesis statement tel ls 
the audience what side you 
stand for , and is what you'r e 
arguing for  in the body of the 
essay. This is also the beginning 
of the end;  the conclusion. 

The conclusion is usually the 
last par t of the essay worked 
on, mostly due to the need for  a 
thesis. Star ting the conclusion; 
r eaddressing the thesis in l ight 
of the information presented in 
the body text. This r eminds 
r eaders of the main idea of the 
essay, and after  r eading the 
body of i t, they might f ind i t a 
more appealing standpoint 

w i th some context. After  this, you'l l  fol low  
simi lar ly to the introduction paragraph in 
r ecounting the main points of the argument. The 
last few  sentences are to be used to explain why 
this is an impor tant topic the r eader  should think 
about, and how  i t per tains to the wor ld. 
Rhetor ical questions and quotes work qui te well  
here. 

I f  you've fol lowed this to a dime, well  then 
you have an essay, don't you? Well, yes, and no. 
The f inal par t of your  essay would be formatting 
i t to the MLA str ucture, which is di f f icult, but 
usually necessar y. Fur ther  information can be 
found here: 
https://ow l.purdue.edu/ow l/r esearch_and_cit

ation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_gu

ide/mla_general_format.html

The f i r st page of an MLA formatted 
argumentative essay, w r i tten by yours tr uly.


